Properties of Matter
 Center Instructions 





NPES Panther Pete Science Lab – Grade 2  


	Center 4: Identifying the States of Matter

	The purpose of this center is to practice identifying the three common states of matter: solid, liquid and gas. 
Discuss the differences between solid, liquid and gas.

Solid - definite volume and definite shape.  A solid keeps its shape unless a force changes it. (cutting wood, heating ice, etc.)

Liquid - definite volume but not definite shape, assumes the shape of whatever container it is in

Gas - no definite volume and no definite shape, expands to fill any container

Activity 1:  

Explain that students will be using their sense of touch to determine the state of the matter as a solid, liquid or gas.  

· The center leader will have 2 containers: one containing 1-2 cups of water, and one empty container into which he/she can place one of the solid items, or leave empty for a gas (air).  

· Ask a student to close their eyes.  

· Take out one of the containers and have the student reach in and feel what's in the container.

· Then ask the student to identify if what they felt was a solid, liquid or gas.  

· The student may then open their eyes/lift their blindfold to see what it was.  

· Take turns allowing each student to guess and repeat as time allows.  

Activity 2: Solids, Liquids and Gases Card Game

A card game for 3 groups of players (divide students into 3 groups).

Goal: You must try and collect all the cards which describe the state (solid, liquid or gas) shown on your picture card.

Instructions:
1. There are three picture cards. Place them face down on the table.

2. Each group selects a picture card.

3. Shuffle the other cards and spread them face up on the table.

4. Have each group take a turn to pick a card. If it describes their picture card, they keep it. If not, they must give it to the group who needs it!

5. The game continues until all the groups have completed their sets.









